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Austria is a small landlocked country of about
84000 square kilometres in the center of Europe.

Due to the geological history and favourable climatic conditions 
most wine-growing regions are located in the 

eastern part of the country. 

the idea
The motivation of the Austrian Wine Marketing Board 
(Austrian Wine) to start this project in 2018 was to 
record and present digitally the origins of Austrian 
wines in a standard and consistent way all across 
Austria. In June 2021, the results were presented to 
the public via an online viewer showing all the 
designations of Austrian wine. 
This viewer is available at 
https://austrianvineyards.com 
in a largely barrier-free manner.

The online viewer provides tailored individual 
maps fitted to the respective zoom level.

the outcome
The smallest unit of wine-origins in Austria is called 
‘Ried’ and is displayed in a plot-specific manner 
highlighting areas under vine.

Information on the ‘Ried’ include administrative data, winegrowing area, varieties 
and, in many cases, an illustrative photo. Complementary data on altitude 

(minimum-maximum), slope orientation (in 8 sectors plus flat) and gradient 
(minimum, maximum, average) for the area under vine are given according 

to the EU’s Integrated Administration and Control System. Short descriptions with 
emphasis on geology and soil, field name in historical maps, and etymology of the 

denomination complement the available information. These descriptions are 
compiled by winegrowers, geologists, historians, and journalists.

additional data
Climate data are included as additional 
information. The diagrams show monthly 
data taken from the annals of the Central 
Institute for Meteorology and Geo-
dynamics (ZAMG). Air temperature, 
precipitation, and sunshine hours for the 
reference year and the long-term average 
are presented. Seasonal aggregated data 
on temperature, precipitation, and 
sunshine hours complete the display. 

conclusion
The origin of a wine is undoubtedly a key issue, not only for 

the wine industry, but also for wine consumers. The terroir, or 
rather the location, of a grape vine holds important indicators of 

both wine-growing and wine quality. The viewer shows all you want 
to know about the vineyards in Austria! 
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